
 

 

Lisa A. Crayton 
lacrayton@yahoo.com 

Content Management / Communications 
Publication Management  Project Development  Periodical / Book Writing & Editing 

Versatile, creative communications professional with more than 25 years’ experience and proven track record 
of writing engaging content for periodicals, book publishers, and corporations. Successful author, freelance 
writer, corporate publications editor, and conference speaker. Skilled working with all levels of management to 
achieve communications strategies, garner approvals, and generate executive content for publication. Adept at 
maximizing vendor relations for strategic and budgetary purposes. Expansive competencies include: 

 Writing 

 Editing 

 “Ghosting” 

 Public Speaking 

 Internal Communications 

 Marketing Communications 

 Publication Management 

 Strategic Messaging 

 Editorial Calendar Execution 

 Production Oversight 

 Client/ Vendor Relations 

 Freelance Talent Acquisition 
 

Freelance Communications Experience 

• Professional Writer      May 2000 to Present  
Award-winning freelance writer for diverse markets. Contributing writer for several books. Write or 
have written columns, features, devotionals, bible study guides/curriculum, profiles, reviews, fillers, 
and other materials. Specialties include: personal finances, parenting, spirituality, women, youth, 
African-American issues, and freelance writing. Skilled at in-person. e-mail, and telephonic interviews. 
(Partial credits listing available at https://lisacrayton.wordpress.com.) Recipient of writing awards. 

• Children’s Books Author      May 2006 to Present  
Author of Reading and Interpreting the Works of Alice Walker  (Enslow Publishing, 2017), Collective Biographies of 
Slave Resistance Heroes (Enslow Publishing, fall 2016), Elizabeth Blackwell: Doctor and Advocate for Women  
(Enslow Publishing, 2016), Reading and Interpreting the Works of Toni Morrison (Enslow Publishing, 2016), and 
A Student's Guide to Toni Morrison (Enslow Publishing, 2006). Contracted co-author of a six-book series for 
7-12 graders on financial literacy/economic topics (recession, economic depression, taxes, inflation, 
globalization and the stock market) (Enslow Publishing, 2016).  

• Professional Writer – Financial Literacy/Money Matters May 2006-Present  
Write or have written articles, columns and books on financial literacy/money matters topics for adults and 
youth/young adults to inform, inspire and motivate financial decision-making and fiscal responsibility. 
Contracted co-author of a six-book series for 7-12 graders on economic topics. Author of I Want to Talk 
With My Teen About Money Management. Wrote financial chapter for Our Voices: Issues Facing Black Women in 
America, and two short chapters for The Household Money Organizer. Former money columnist for Life @ 
Work Journal and Next Step (teen/high school and college (freshman) audience). Former book reviewer, 
family money matters for Christian Home & School. Teach occasional formal or informal sessions on financial 
literacy topics, including money management, financing college, and credit management. 

• Writing Instructor/Mentor    September 2003 to Present  
Online (e-mail) mentor students enrolled in beginner and intermediate courses. Review and provide 
constructive feedback on lessons to facilitate improvement in the process of writing; offer 
suggestions for improvement and revision; and provide marketing suggestions.  



Lisa A. Crayton                (e) lacrayton@yahoo.com   Page 2 

 

• Speaker            August 2002 to Present  
Teach workshops at writing conferences throughout the country, and have spoken at other events. 
Featured speaker for webinar on “Freelance Basics” (Christian Writers Guild, July 26, 2012).  

• E-Publishing      2002-2008 
Former publisher and editor of writing magazine twice named by Writer’s Digest as one of the “101 
Best Web Sites for Writers.” Worked with virtual website designer. Accepted and rejected queries 
and manuscripts. Paid freelance writers. 

• Literary Judge            August 2002 to Present  
Serve as judge of various contests, including the renowned Christian Book Awards (2006-Present).   

• Communications Consultant    June 1997 to 2005  
Provide diverse volunteer communications services to Destiny Community Development Center   
Help write award-winning grant application for $48,000 to run a summer camp in Washington, D.C.  

• Freelance Consultant           May 1991-October 1996  
Provided freelance publicity, media relations and editorial/writing services. Conducted interviews, 
special events coverage and field reports for a church’s weekly TV program aired on BET. 

Corporate Publication Management 

The Segal Company          
Editor              October 1989-September 1990  
Served as editor of a quarterly employee benefits newsletter. Researched and wrote articles for 
benefit plan managers. Kept up-to-date with latest industry trends and developments. Wrote articles 
and other statistics-driven materials based on recent surveys, etc. Handled vendor relations. Worked 
with freelancers, including assuring contracted articles met corporate needs. 

Selected Achievements: 

 Developed and wrote an interim, low-cost employee newsletter.  

 Served as contributing editor of a client health newsletter.  

 Ghosted executive communications, including trade articles. 
 
Integrated Resources, Inc. (Marketing Dept.)        
Editor              August 1988 to July 1989  
Managed all aspects of company’s flagship monthly marketing & sales publication. Wrote and edited 
diverse materials. 

Selected Achievements:  

 Worked closely with marketing managers throughout U.S. to ascertain and meet 
communications needs.  

 Successful vendor management resulted in substantial cost-savings.  

 Edited executive communications.   

Irving Trust Company (Internal Communications Dept.)  
Assistant Editor            December 1987 to August 1988  
Wrote news and feature article for bi-monthly employee magazine. Heavily involved in issue 
planning and production.  
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Selected Achievements:  

 Managed publication in editor’s absence.  

 Involved in crises communications related to hostile takeover bid by another bank.  

John Hancock Financial Services (Internal Communications Dept.)  
Staff Editor          July 1985 to November 1987  
Managed innovative, bi-weekly, 4C business publication for home office and field (agent) personnel. 
(Circ. 20,000) Responsible for overall issue planning, story development/ assignment, copy-editing 
and production management. Wrote features, news briefs and other articles on diverse topics, 
including financial services, insurance (health, life, etc.), banking and real estate. Worked closely with 
top management and staff attorneys to handle sensitive subjects. Trained staff. 

Selected Achievements:  

 Successfully worked with contributing writers, photographers and graphic artists.  

 Effectively handled vendor management to maximize service quality and cost-savings.  

 Received employee recognition award.  

 Assisted with an employee newsletter and a business publication.  

Selected Achievements:  

 Wrote and edited news and feature articles and other copy. 

 Promoted to Editor in October 1986 

Professional Memberships 
American Society of Journalists and Authors, Society of Children Book Writers and Illustrators, 
Evangelical Press Association, Advanced Writers & Speakers Association, American Christian 
Fiction Writers; Alpha Kappa Alpha (service) 
 

Awards/Honors 

• Evangelical Press Association/2005 - Third Place, Freelance Article Category, for “Mommy 
Fears”  

• Greater Philadelphia Christian Writers Conference/2004 - “Writer of the Year”   

• Writer’s Digest Best Web Site Competition - 2004, 2003 for SPIRIT-LED WRITER.COM  (Only 
101 web sites receive this prestigious annual award)  

Writer’s Digest 2002 (3 Honorable Mentions) 2001 and 2000 Writing Competitions -- Honorable 
Mention, Feature Articles category. Each contest received more than 18,000 total entries 

Education 

 National University. Master of Fine Arts, Creative Writing, 2012 (3.73 cumulative GPA). 

 Utica College. B.A., dual degree, Public Relations & Journalism, 1985 (cum laude; 3.46 
cumulative GPA). 

 Regent University. Professional Continuing Education Certificate, Digital Media, December 

2014. Courses: Social Media and the Fundamentals of Digital Marketing; Foundations & Best Practices for 

Search Engine Optimization; Graphic Design and the Production of the Digital Content; Maintaining and Updating 

Websites 

References 

Furnished upon request. 
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